
The Warmth of Gratitude 
It is estimated that there are 35 

people who help us to be successful 
each day. It is impossible to thank them 
all daily, but perhaps during this 
Thanksgiving season, we can find ways 
to help our children see the many 
people who help them out daily. Their 
task could include thanking parents, 
priests/sisters, firemen, teachers, 
mailmen, brothers/sisters, relatives, 
aids, secretaries, clerks, garbage men. 
Each of our lists is different, but we 
each owe a debt of gratitude to so 
many people. They all provide a service 
to our home, church, school, and 

community that helps each of us 
function better and be a better person. 
Recognizing the gifts of those around 
us is also a tiny taste of humility as we 
realize that we can’t make it alone.  

God has designed us to be 
interdependent people who 
ought to care for one another. As 
a side benefit, giving thanks 
warms our heart and theirs--
another piece of God’s amazing 
plan for us. 

Peace of Christ to you and your 
family.   – Mrs. Zook

MORE ON CURRICULUM… 
Why Phonograms and Spaulding Spelling? 
Practicing phonograms may not be the highlight of your 
evening. In fact, you may wonder if there is a better way to teach reading. Reading 
methods have changed greatly over the last 30 years, varying from whole language to 
phonics. St. Mary’s chooses a phonics method of instruction because we have seen 
such solid results. For example, each year (in recent assessed history), our students 
start reading in 2nd grade almost an entire grade level above and 
finish the year with more than a grade level gained. Struggling readers 
receive help in mastering their phonics and many get back to grade level expectations 
by the end of the year. Over time, phonics has been proven to be the most effective 
tool to teach reading and our particular programs are still leading tools today. They 
are focused and yield positive results. Reading is the base for success in all other 
subjects. So, just know, as you practice phonograms cards in the evening, you are 
building your child’s future success in all academic areas and probably earning some 
graces (patience) along the way.   

THANK YOU 
…to Health Check Volunteers:  
Corey and Jenny Kavan, Dr. 
Brian and Lori Wessling, Dawn 
Jakub, and Jean Meister. 
…to Virtue Presenters: Mike 
and Laura Moravec, Christina 
Podolak, Sandra Burwell, Ray 
Kobza, Shawn Zook, and Angie 
Krivanek. 

 

Friday Folder Notes, November 17, 2017      

     St. Mary’s Catholic School 

Virtue for Nov/Dec  
Respect: recognizing the dignity 

of all people –  
St. Jeanne Jugan (gr. 1-2),  

St. Damien of Molokai (gr. 3-5)  

 
 
 
 
 

Prayers …for the Holy 
Souls in Purgatory.  
Please feel free to let us know of 
your prayer needs and joys to 
share with school families (email 
or call). 
 
 
 

Safety and Tech 
Corner:   

We are working on getting a 
reduced rate for the best 
internet filter program-- 
Covenant Eyes. In the 
meantime, the 2 most 
immediate ways to keep 
your children safe on the 
internet: 
1.  Have a strong content 

filter in place.(NOT the 
same as an internet 
filter.) Some options:  
Covenant Eyes, Net 
Nanny, X3Watch. 

2. Monitor your child’s 
activity online. They 
shouldn’t be afraid to 
show you what they 
do, where they go, or 
what they say to 
friends. 

Look for these Friday Notes on the school web site and in your email as well.  --  www.aquinas-catholic.com 

 
Upcoming Events: 

Nov. 18: St. Mary’s Variety Show 
Nov. 19: Traveling Choir in Dwight 

at 10 AM (9:30) 
Nov. 22: Mid-quarter grades will 

come home 
Nov. 23-24: No School 

(Thanksgiving Break) 
Nov. 30: Banking in Schools day 

St. Jeanne Jugan: cared for the poor, 
elderly, and sick and eventually grew 

into the order of the Little Sisters of the 
Poor. 

Health check letters were mailed out 
today IF there was an area of concern. 

(402) 367-3669, Aquinas-Catholic.com, Office: jeri-truksa@cdolinc.net, Principal: sarah-zook@cdolinc.net 
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Friendly Defenders Catholic Flashcard-- Topic:  Purgatory 

Persistent Penny says:  So, you think purgatory is a second chance to get saved? 

Confident Carols replies:  No. Purgatory is only for the saved.  But they still have imperfections that 
must be purged away before seeing God.  "But if a man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though 
he himself will be saved, but only as through fire."  (1 Corinthians 3:15)  Notice that the verse says the 
person "will be saved," but that his works will be burned up.  The works are sinful works. 

Other references:  Matt. 5:48, Rev. 21:27, Heb. 12:14, 2 Macc. 12:44-46   

Extra side note:  1 Corinthians 3:15 cannot be referring to heaven because in heaven no one will suffer 
loss, and it cannot be referring to hell because in hell no one will be saved.  There must be a third 
state....Catholics call it purgatory.  

 

  



 

 

Some Pictures from this week:  Baptism Mass, Thanksgiving 
Dinner, Virtues Lessons with Parents 
Baptism Mass on Friday 



 

Thanksgiving Dinner: Lots of parents and grandparents stopped by for lunch! 

           

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents and Community Members helping students learn about the virtue of respect. 
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